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A little warm-up

In your groups, think about how you see reading and
writing connected to one another.

How do you use one skill to develop the other?

Connection between reading and
writing
Both require some knowledge of the:
• topic
• language
• text structure
• culture
Both require the learner to have some fluency in
accessing the related knowledge.

Reading and Writing Stages
Before Reading:
The phase where we work on activating
students’ background knowledge,
relevant vocabulary, motivation, and
interest.

Pre-Writing:
The phase where we work on
activating students’ background
knowledge, relevant vocabulary,
motivation, and interest.

During Reading:
The phase where we help students make
sense of the different aspects of the text
through a variety of reading strategies.

Modelling Writing:
The phase where we help students
make sense of samples of written texts
(through carefully designed activities)
or model writing ourselves.

After Reading:
The phase where we help students
further understand the text.

Shared Writing:
The phase where students write a text
in a collaborative activity (in pairs,
groups, or whole class activity).
Independent Writing:
The phase where students engage in
the actual writing activity by starting
from an outline, moving to writing the
draft, revising and creating the final
version.

Some strategies
Asking questions: The teacher starts by asking questions
directed at the whole class to elicit vocabulary, structure, or
relevant background information associated with the selected
topic.
For example, if the topic of the reading or writing activity is on
“activities students engage in over the weekend”, the teacher
might start like this:
_ What days are the two days of the weekend?
_ Do you go to school on the weekend?
_ What are some examples of the activities that people can
engage in during the weekend?
_ What do you like to do?
_ What did you do last weekend?
The intention here is to start from very specific and simple
questions (with obvious answers) and gradually move the
students on to responding to questions that need more
vocabulary and background knowledge.

Some strategies

Some strategies

Some strategies
Progressive Brainstorming: Students in groups
brainstorm everything they know about the
topic. They leave their table and move onto
another table to read their peers’ brainstorms.
They can add ideas in a different color. They go
around all tables before they come back to
theirs.

Some strategies
Wall Papering: This is another brainstorming
activity where students in groups write down
ideas on A3 sheets. The sheets (with not names)
are displayed on the wall for everyone to read.
Students comment on/evaluate at least three of
the papers. The groups pick up their sheets and
have the chance to comment on the feedback
from peers.
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Videos: Have students watch a video to
gather ideas on the topic.
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Some strategies
Text Reconstruction: In groups, get students to
put jumbled sentences in the right order and
form a meaningful text. This activity can be
used for both reading and writing.
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Cloze activity: Every 5th, 6th , or 7th word of the
text has been turned into a gap and students
are to fill in the gaps. Alternatively, specific
words (i.e., key words, adjectives, connectives,
adverbs, nouns, etc.) can be left out.

Some strategies
Dictogloss: The teacher reads a short text to the
students at a normal to a bit slow rate once and
the students listen. The second round, the
teachers reads the same text at the same rate
and the students take notes. The third round,
the teacher reads the text at the same rate as
before and the students take more notes. The
fourth round, the students compare their notes
with one another and fill in the missing parts.

Some strategies
Joint Construction: This is a whole class activity,
where students learn how to think like authors. It
is used at the early stages of writing or when
teaching a new genre. The students suggest
words, phrases, and sentences. Teacher writes
them on the board as the scribe. Teacher and
students further improve the text by rereading
the text to reorganize ideas, improve punctuation
or wording, or correct spelling, grammar, and use
of words.

Some strategies
Joint Editing: The teacher projects one student’s
writing on the white board. The student work
should have no names on it. The teacher reads
the first sentence out loud and invites the class
to suggest any changes or improvements to the
first sentence. The suggestions can be in regards
to grammar, spelling, punctuation, use of the
correct words, and development of ideas. In this
whole class activity, each sentence is closely
looked at and enhanced (if needed).

Some strategies
Running Dictation: Put the students in groups where
one student is the scribe and the others dictate to the
scribe. Choose a short text for the dictation and put it on
the wall. If there are 3 groups of students, you need to
have 3 sheets of the same text on the wall in different
parts of the room. The students in each group run or
walk to their designated text, memorize a part of it, and
return to the scribe and quietly dictate what they can
remember to their team member. This continues until
the whole text is reconstructed. The winning team is the
team that finishes first and with no or the least
mistakes.

Some strategies
Question-generation: After students have
completed a reading activity, the teacher asks them
to write 3-4 questions from the text (individual task)
on a sheet of paper. Once the students have their
questions ready, the teacher plays the music and
the students start walking around in the room. As
the music stops playing, students stop and start
asking their questions to the closest person to
them. They have two minutes to ask and answer
questions. Then, the music starts playing again and
they start walking around the room and stop again
to ask a new person their questions.

Some strategies
Predicting: This can be used for teaching both reading and
listening at beginner levels. In a reading activity, for example, the
teacher starts off by brainstorming and draws the attention of the
students to the images on the cover of the book and the title.
Once the brainstorming is done, the students are asked to guess
what the story is about. The teacher writes down the predictions
of the students on the board; one sentence for each prediction. As
they go over the first page of the book, they revisit the predictions
and wipe out those ones that they see not relevant. This
procedure continues until the right or modified prediction is
reached.
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